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PREFACE

Manuscript Material and Plan

This critical edition of the Rtusamhara is based on six
printed texts and one fragmentary Ms. (No. 372 of 1887—91)
in the Government Mss. Library at the Bhandarkar Oriental
Research Institute, Poona. This contains the text and the

commentary of Amarakirtti Sari. All this material has been
indicated as under :—

A = Ms. containing Amarakirtti Sari’s commentary. B=K.
R. Godbole’s 'edition. B!'=Nirnayasagar Press edition.
C= Calcutta edition of Jibananda. C'=Pt. Damaru Vallabha
Panta’s edition. G=Gajendragadkar’s edition.
edition of Boshlen.

L=Leipzig

The text has been edited with the complete commentary
of Manirama and the fragmentary commentary of Amarakirtti.
As Manirama gives an exhaustive gloss on every word
of the poem we have generally followed him in editing the
text but at several places considerations of sense and context
have forced us to adopt other variants. In foot-notes are given
all variants as well as references to parallel descriptions in the
Ramayana and classical Sanskrit literature. Four useful
appendices are given at the end. The first contains a season-
wise list of all interpolated verses. The second gives the
alphabetically arranged Pada-index of all the verses.
And the third is a Word-index of the whole text. In
this the grammatical forms have been distinguished by
different signs—tha noun-forms have a hyphen at the end,

the verbal forms are marked with a radical sign and the



_indeclinables have been left unmarked. But the names of
flowers, plants and trees are alphabetically collected in the
fourth appendix.

The introduction gives a general survey of the description
of seasons in the Sanskrit literature from the Vedas down to
the late classical writers. A comparative study of the
descriptions in the Ramaiayana is sufficient to convince the
readers of the indebtedness of the author of this poem to
the Adi-kavi.

I am grateful to my predecessors especially to S. P. Pandit,
Aufrecht, Weber, Johﬂston, Aurobindo Ghosh and Hillebrandt,
whose works I have freely used in the preparation of this
edition.” Mr. P. K. Gode, M. A., the curator, Bhandarkar
Oriental Research Institute, Poona and joint editor of New
Indian Antiquary was very kind to me in getting the Ms. of
Amarakirtti Sari’s commentary transcribed for me, for which

he deserves my heartiest thanks.

Prof. Sadhu Ram M. A. the editor of this series has laid
me under a deep debt of gratitude by reading the Introduc-
tion and giving a number of suggestions for improvement.
I am also thankful to Mr. Dharam Chand, the manager,
and Pt. Ram Krishan Dikshit, the foreman of the Panch
Nad Press Ltd. for their co-operation in printing the work.

I cannot refrain from expressing my sense of obligation to
my wife who took great pains in compiling the various
appendices for me.

Kucra Barmara D2930,)
LasoRre, 15. 10. 44.

SITA RAM SEHGAL
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INTRODUCTION

A brief survey of the seasons and their number in
the Vedic literature

Rgveda, the earliest literary monument of the Indo-

Aryans records stray,references to the Rtus, especially to the
rainy season, e.g.

na‘iﬁ FIrar ﬁw&ﬁgwﬁa: sr_rqwr&aml
E_n'@flg&gsw'r @ajag_ﬁ q= A=Y aé‘#lﬁﬁru

-—Rv vII, 108, 8
When showers have streamed around them, eager, thirsty.
Upon the advent of the rainy season.

With joyful croak the one draws ncar the other,
Who greets him, as a son comes near his father.

(Macdonell)
References to other seasons, namely, the Grismal,

Hemanta?, Vasanta? and Sarad® are also found in the later
portions of the Sambhita.

in the whole of the Rgveda.
to denote the year, e.g.

There is no reference to Sigira* -
Sarad has been profusely used

U 1 1 )
IR JCT: TS, FGA T A | —RV Vi1, 66, 16

May we see and live for a hundred years.
] 1
d Sfraeg TR gEE:
May they live a hundred long years.
gﬁq}fﬁ 5":%'; L § -~ RV X, 85, 89
A hundred years let him live. <.

In one of the hymns of the Rgveda both Hemanta and
Vasanta are also used to denote the same meaning with Sarad

—RV X, 18, 4

! ! RN !
e s qt{t TIATA: [ FRAT-IAY TR

—RV X, 161, 4

1. Rv X,90,6 2 X,161,4 3. Rv.1,72,3;23 4 Weber: 1S xvii, 231
Buhler : ZDMG xu1, 28 Zimmer ; AIL 374 H_opkins: AJP xv, 159-160,



)}

Live, waxing in thy strength, a hundred autumns, live throug
a hundred dewy seasons, a hundred springs.

That these Rtus must have inspired the poets of the Vedic
hymns is obvious from the faint pictures of the season:
drawn by them. Thus Rgveda X, 95, which was later a source
of inspiration to Kalidasa for his Vikrmaorvaéiya, preserves an
allusion to autumn nights, e.g.

WW@:WA

' o ' ° . ! 1
AT TNF FHARA ATAT AR AT TGO TR —RY X,95,1
When amid men in altered shape I sojourned and spent four

autumnal nights among them, I tasted once a day a drop of butter
and even with that am I contented.

The mention of the same five seasons is also found in the
Taittiriya Samhita. e.g.

U4 ] ] U
et TR I A q@a: Ty Gl v |
] . ] . ] I.\
AR AR e IR T i v, 7,24
Summer, winter and spring for us, Autumn, the Rains be favourable

for us
May we enjoy the favour and protection of these scasons through a

- hundred years.
The Atharveda which is the repository of an older

culture, expressly records for the first time the names of the
six seasons, apparently without any order, e.g.

W%{ﬁ:&f&lﬂagm:qtgﬁ:&g%aﬁmt

miﬁrﬂgugmgwm%ﬁgta{i:mﬁm'mu
T —vr 55,2
Maintain us in well-being Summer, Winter, Dew-time, and Spring,
Autumn, and Rainy season. Give us our share of cattle and of children.
May we enjoy your unassailed protection.

This difference in enumeration is accounted for by an
explanation given in the Aitareya Brahmana,? e.g.

1. cf. Kumar vii, 26: qzifw}q mf%ﬂ-q[;n'm Megh 107 : qﬁwwﬁzm

gag 2. There are also references to three fold number of seasons cf. SB xiv, 1, 1, 28
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Tyt RRAARIRIEY: U | .
1,

There are five seasons when Hemanta and Sisira are taken as one.
By the time of the Grhya Satras the sixfold number had
become fixed as is evident from the following formula:

IV TR
Adoration to six seasons.
The Su$ruta Samhita, too, makes a reference to the same
traditional number of six seasons, e.g.

ax arargEt gEw v fgafasad s ggaat wata |
a fufncggadraastacgaar o

There are twelve months, namely the Magha, ete., and six seasons
each consisting of two months, The latter are, Winter. Spring, Summer,
Rains, Autumn and dew-time,

As regards the order of the seasons which is an interesting
point in solvnig the textual problem of the Rtusamhara, the
Rgveda no where contains the sequential order of the Rtus.

1Man. Grhya 1, 11, 18

From the references quoted above it is evident that the Atharva
Veda and the Taittiriya Samhita, too, have no order. But itis
interesting to note that the Yajur Veda records them in their
usual order beginning with the spring, e. g.
I % | A0 Hg: | I Fg: | TEg: AR |
—X, 10-14
In the Buddhist? literature, however, the seasons begin
with Hemanta.
Rtu-varnana as an essential element in Sanskrit poetry

Indian poets, like classical and modern poets of the world,
have recognised the phenomenon of Rtu-varnana as sine qua non
of the composition of poetry. Valmiki, the father of classical
Sanskrit poetry, gives graphic descriptions of Vasanta®,Varga*
Sarad®and Hemanta® but passing’references to seasons are also

1. Par Grhya 1,8, 1. 2. cf. Burnof: IHB, P 569. 3. 1V, 1, 1.22 4. 1V,
28. 5..V, 30. 6. Regnaud, Rhetorique Sanskrite, pp 266 ff; Jacobi ZDMG Lvi
394 f; M. Lindenau, Beitrage Zur altindische Rasalehre Leipzig, 1913.
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made in the descriptions of the river Sraya and the lake
Pampa. The later poets Vyasa Bhasa, Kalidasa and others have
dwelt upon the same theme in their works. The rhetoricians
have also given due importance to the description of seasons
as being the exciting element in the production of sentiments.
According to them the sentiment is produced through the
union of determinants, consequents and the transitory feelings.
The determinants are divided into two groups, the fundamen-
tal and the excitant. Among the excitantdeterminants which
foster sentiment are enumerated the splendour of the moon-
light, sweet notes of the cuckoo, the gentle breeze from the
Malaya mountain and the desciiptions of various seasons. These
descriptions largely go to enhance the effect of sentiment.
Bereft of this phenomenon all poetry of Nature would be dull
and insipid.

Bharata, the celebrated author of the Natya Sastra, gives
the first place to Rtu-varnana among the various factors that
produce the sentiment, viz.

HIATAFFIL: Bragamegdmsgaanta: |
ITITTHANER.  STERLE:  aggEata |

Dandin in his Kavyadaréa says :
aruTiegaETRITaa: |
SNSRI IATERE: | —1,15

Similarly Mammata in his authoritative work on rhetorics
remarks :

Rrass At raesaa TR TR E W St
—XKavya-prakasa, 1V,28
Likewise, the Sahitya darpana of Vi§vanatha also considers

the description of the six seasons as a potent factor in enhancing
the effect of the sentiment :—

AT TARITIH FA-ZNLA aTEEHD: |
SEEILE MR L e CIE U L
In the well known Mahakavyas this practice has been
scrupulously adhered to.
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It is curious that Sri Harsa gives no regular descrip-
tion of any season in his Naisadhiyacarita. In the Kumara-
sambhava the descriptions of seasons occur here and there,
but in the third canto the glory of Vasanta! is described with
a great poetic effect. At the instance of Indra, Kama, the God
of Love, goes with his friend Madhava, the Spring to the pena-
nce grove of Siva. Instantaneously an untimely spring season
manifests itself in that grove and the entire animal and
vegetable world is awakened to a new life. A regular
but brief description of all the seasans is found in the
Raghuvaméa where the poet starts with Varsa®. Besides this
graphic treatmentsof Sarads, Vasanta* and Grismas are also
found in the fourth, ninth and sixteenth cantos. Agvaghosa
the celebrated Buddhist poet has drawn spring-pictures in his
Buddhacarita® and Saundarananda’ but they are not impres-
sive.

Bharavi and Magha have also drawn pen-pictures of
the Rtus in their works. Not only that. The sequence
of the Rtus has also been fixed in their natural order.
This is particularly found in the work of Magha, who
begins with the description of Vasanta® and after describing
Grisma?®, Varsa?, Sarad" and Hemanta®, closes with Sigiraw.

It is interesting to note here that this very sequence of
the Rtus is found in the Varaha-Srauta-Sutra.

gaagqat sonty @ #@ gta: o |
FHAEITE FTISAT ATEXFALEITTATEA
srersgqat stonfe @ ar sfia: sfrong |
sereaTE FagegatgaaeiRamETE

1. TII,24-43 2, XIX, 37-38; 39-45. 3. IV, 4-24. 4. IX, 24-48.

5. XVI, 43-54. 6. 1V, 44-52. 7. VII, 2-12. 8. VI, 2-21;67-70. 9. VI
22-24; 71. 10. VI, 25-40; 72-73. 11. VI, 41-54; 74-76 12. VI, 5561 ;

77. 13. VI, 62-66 ; 78.
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aat sgeai shonfr &t wr e sforeg |

gatorag FFaTAT gRATFIgATRIITET I

xreeqat sfonfir & & sfar sfrong

TCANSE FAITTATATCATETIATEA

gasafafirorggat donfy @ av st stoftany

e Yaasaan sratereeEmgEreTi—1,1,3,1.

Bharavi in canto iv of his Kiratarjuniya draws brilliant

picture of a scene of autumn. But in canto while describing
the vain attempt of the nymphs to tempt Arjuna he gives a
running description of all the seasons beginning with the
rains.

In Rtusamhara, however, the beginning is made with the
account of Grisma and not with Varéa as in the Raghu-vaméa.
That a work expressly devoted to the description of the six
seasons should open with the hottest and the sultriest of all
the seasons has led many scholars to doubt the authenticity
of its authorship.

After the above survey of the seasonal phenomenon a
comparative study of the description of seasons as embodied
in some of the leading Sanskrit works will not be out of place
here. In doing so we shall have to be content with the
descriptions of four seasons only, viz. Grisma, Varsa, Sarad,
and Vasanta, as there are very scant references to the other
two seasons in their works.

Grisma.

Grisma, the sweltering season, has found little favour with
any of the Sanskrit poets except Kalidasa. The scorching
heat of the sun has not been able to desiccate the springs of
Kalidasa’s poetic genius. How natural and true to life is the
descriptivoe of summer days in his Sakuntalam :

AR qEeaatgraaamE: |

ssogeAtagt fraan eftoracgena



vii

The poet is not satisfied with a simple bath in the water.
His aestheto-erotic sense makes the lover long for a sport in
the running water of the river with his beloveds :

ANTASSFATUNER  ASaTgsTad |aar |

fregfissT afamraesr seamaty deagd oy

—Raghu xvi, 54

Not only do the human beings snooze in the shade but
even the swans close their eyes under the coolness of the
lotus-leaves :

INSIATG QT GHl@aagar Afmwatran

RIS ORINIE IR EE REAL L ITE R |

frrgeRmfraarg: aitgafy Rreft arfangiass
Hiea: AEAEaii ety anat: 0

—Mjlavi. II, 12
Again dreadful is the summer heat in which every living

creature runs away from the sun and seeks shelter in some
cool corner :

georre: iR fadfizfa adgeeTs fadh
fataiafc  wftrwggeraEiad 9793 |
ag aft fagm deafed sooes: a1
FrerzAfy AT oEgE: FTE T qT=A
—Vikram. II, 23
But it comes as a boon to the lover as it affords him an
opportunity to have a better look of the graceful curves of
his beloved’s body through the scant gossamer garments which
she is obliged to wear :
AT AR RFAqUITAAS I |
fasamatgsmaTmw a8 enasfrsesza o
—Raghu xvi, 43
The womenfolk, playful by nature, delight in wearing
Sirisa-flowers as €ar-otnaments and the bees hover round
their face in order to kiss their fragrant filaments :
fefifagRaa gl gaarcsracfasd |
MFgafea TARTT qRATA fraarga ||
—éakunta. I, 4



viii

When in the course of dalliance these flowers drop from
the ears they do not at once fall to the ground but stick to-
their sweating cheeks and add to their confusion.

Although Kalidasa has vividly and touchingly described
the oppressive effect of heat on the lower animals, the torments
of the poor has failed to attract his notice. He appears to
have lived in a world of luxury of which he is fully aware, :-

FeawaTe: R qdawan SarnedEae |

Rrerfriemtraer faanataearaeg R |

—Raghu xvi, 49

If at all Kalidasa’s lover feels depressed on account of the
summer heat, the blooming flowers and old wine are there to
refresh and invigorate him :

AN FEHRRAF [0 AweEE ¥

AT FHFAY 19T G fgrerafrar s

—Raghu xvi, 52

But Magha’s lover is more fiery and is easily inflamed.
The gentle and fragrant breeze which blows like the soft
breath of his beloved is quite enough to set his failing passions
ablaze :

gleanmszerens faaaypataaagfrartafy |
wefy af faenfafreraranget aetergay | _
—v1, 28

Bharavi has only one poor and feeble expression in his
Kiratarjuniya (X, 36) for the summer season in which he
speaks of it as causing the bloom of Mallika flowers. It

would be idle to place it in comparison with any of the
above descriptions. :

VARSA
The rain-cloud Parjanya is praised in three hymns of the
Rgveda. In most passages it is personified and made to

represent an udder,.a pail or a water-skin<frequently it is
described as a bellowing bull that quickens the plants, :



X

wfhoreg yeut sfrorr T ey miR—v, 83,1
It also fertilises the earth when the winds blow, the lightn-
ings fall and the heaven overflows:

ua@mﬁ%ga&féa @@ﬁ@ﬁl{{ﬁ%ﬁé l

LSy ﬁ’éﬁ: gq"-'rm ST et giirfi Yaarfa 1 —v, 83,4

The frogs are its old friends and are said to be roused by
it from hibernation like the Brahmanas practising a vow :

] ] ! ]
AL TIATAT A FACRA: |
] ] ]

T qoreaforfeaat s AvgewT sEnfRy: 0 --vii, 103,1

Their croaking one after the other is compared with the
pupil repeating the lesson after his teacher :

1 ] 1 ] ]
| qRTHAR AR aT qrREa axfa Ry vii, 103, 5eb

It is interesting to note that the comparison of the frogs
roused from hibernation with the Brahmanas terminating
their vow of silence was so natural and striking that the
Pauranika poet Vyasa could not help borrowing the simile.

In the Srimad Bhagavata he has almost paraphrased the vedic
verse :

WAT qHAFAZ FogET sqgHT fc |
qoft T gy agag aon e | —x, 20, 9
Valmiki gives a most striking description of the rainy

season in the Kiskindha Kanda. The sky is overcast with
mountain-like clouds and the heaven having borne the seed
for nine months and drunk the brine of the ocean by means
of the sun’s rays gives birth to rain-water (vv. 28, 2-3). The
earth, parched by the summer-heat, emits vapour when
flooded by rain-water in the same manner as Sita sheds
tears in her grief (v. 7).

1. of. Tulesi 13T g7 97 Rar god 1 37 92fy 9g ag gzt o viwun
2. cf. Kumar, v, 23.
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The sky speckled with the clouds looks like the tranquil
sea jagged here and there by projecting rocks (2. 17). The
clouds are like infuriated elephants in the battle-field with
lightnings as ensigns and cranes as garlands (v. 20). The
rain inaugurates a musical concert in the forest—the
humming bees play the sweet symphony of music, the croak-
ing frogs keep the time and the rumbling clouds beat the
tabor (v. 36)*.

Again, the showers fall in torrents, the winds blow and
whistle furiously. The rivers stray from their courses and
the flux of their waters shatters their banks (v. 45)%.

Bhiasa has no regular description of the rainy season. But
in his Avimaraka he gives a number of comparisons for the
dark rain-clouds. They are the trumpet-blowers, who, with
their ever-changinyg forms and gestures herald the advent of
the rainy season. They are the young cows of Indra, a
screen for the stars, mole-hills for the repose of the lightning-
snake, shrubs growing on the path of heaven, hones for love’s
arrows, conciliators of angry women, ewers for bathing the
mountains, fetchers of brine as alms, an obstruction in the
way of the sun and the moon, and mechanical wat:r-taps of
the gods (v. 6).

Again, the clouds roar like the waves of the celestial ocean,
the showers are shoots falling from the clouds, the lightning-
flashes are the frowns of the ogresses—verily it is a
season that produces yearning for squeezing young and turgid
breasts (v. 7).

Coming to Kalidasa we find that besides the - Rtusamhara
there is ample material in his other works also which gives an
exquisite picture of this season. In the fourth act of the

1. cf. Mrcch ; v, 52. SRAEION §q ASAAATCATSIIARY qafeaq I |
2. cf.Rv.v, 83, 4.
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Vikramorvaéiya the rainy season produces an illusion in the
distracted mind of the King who dispels it by saying :

¢ It is not the insolent demon but the fresh rain-cloud. It
is not his stretched bow but the rain-bow. It is not the volley
of arrows but torrential showers. Itis not my Urvasi but
lightning shining like the streak of gold on a touchstone
(iv, 1)2.

The King then imagines that the signs of the rainy season
are his royal insignia in that forest :

“ Exquisitely brocaded with lightning, the cloud is my
royal canopy; the Nicula trees wave their blossoms like
chowries ; the peacocks with their voices rendered mellower
by the lapse of heat are my bards; and the mountains are
the merchants who bring to me their meed of rain-torrents”
(iv, 4).

In Kumarasambhava the rainy season comes to the relief
of Parvati in her severe penance in the scorching heat of the
summer sun and the sacred fires. Laved with the fresh water
of the rain she and the earth emit vapour simultaneously
which rises into the air (v, 23). The constantly pouring
showers mingle with the gusts of wind and the flashes of
lightning are the winking eyes of the night bearing witness
to her penance in the wilderness (v. 25)2.

In the ninteenth canto of the Raghuvaméa King Agnivar-
man, a worthless debauchee, is described as enjoying himself
on artificial hills during the rainy season. At night he has
not to woo his mistresses but has only to wait for their

1 qqsevqu g@adisd A framsc
gEafg oz 7 AW g |
agufy  ggalq@A A [T

sawfrrafRarar faga B @ aqadh |

2. cf. Ram. iv, 28, 7.
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embraces when frightened by the thundering of the clouds
they fly into his arms unsolicited (vv. 37-38).
The idea of rain-clouds frightening women, who at once
seek refuge in the arms of their lovers is very common. ‘It is
oft-repeated in the Meghadata!® :

AT EAfAAERy ARt R
ety Praaraddaarteygafa ) —I, e

and
FeTSteT: NIRRT | —1, 61d.

The lightning shows the way to amorous women going to
their lovers in pitch darkness of the night :

TeIRAT UEEfa qfvat % aw

ToTet acafoad gfaaaeAnT: |

T st ot
AraEtEagEd a1 W gfigarEn 1 —1, 37

Again the clap of thunder-cloud is compared to the sound
of the tabor? :

TR WYTATAS: siTw: AT
Hoetafegeet sfaa fewdfn o
fieit ¥ goo @ Sty =t =
gt ag ogeaeay Wt @Ry —I, %

It will not be out of place here to note the long and
beautiful description of the rain, though untimely, given in
the fifth act of the Mrcchakatika.  The description is very
natural and is unsurpassed in its beauty.

Clouds (whether in season or out of it) fill the heart of a
lover with longing?® and afflict his mind if he is away from his

beloved :

genfisae 39 I @6 quiy |l —V,1

1. cf. Sisuvi, 38; 40, 2. cf. Sisu vi, 31. Ram iv, 28 36. 3. cf, MeghI, 3 Sisu
vi, 26 Mudra. 1,21,




x1ii

The cloud is aptly compared™with Visnpu owing to its
dark colour, its yellow-robe of lightning and the crane serving
for the conch (. 2; 3). The showers are like streams of molten
silver and, when illumined by momentary flashes of lightning,
they look like strips of lace torn from the heavenly robe (v. 4).
Quite natural is the complaint of the servant who is
drenched to the skin and is shivering with the cold wind
(v. 10). The cloudy night is the angry co-wife obstructing the
way of her rival who is going to meet her lover (v. 15). But
the clouds and thunder arc no obstacle in her way. For, the
woman who journeys to her love recks not heat or cold
(vo. 16 ; 31). There is a delicate appeal to her sex in the
words of Vasantasena when she says :

¢ Let the cloud thunder if he will. For, men are known to
be heart-less. O lightning, do you also feign to be unaware
of women’s heart-ache ?  (v. 32).

In the Sisupalavadha of Magha there is a fine description
of the rainy season bristling with puns, alliterations and other
literary ornaments. The season hastens to the Raivataka
mountain like a young lady to her lover with lightning-
flashes as her bewildered looks and rain-charged clouds as
her turgid breasts (vi, 25). What lover was not sought by
his beloved on the sight of the fresh rain-cloud appearing
like an elephant-host on the horizon? (v. 26). Reflecting
the colours of the rain-bow the motley cloud vied with
the body of Visnu bespangled with glittering jewels and
ornaments (v. 27). The lightning, flashing from the wind-
tossed clouds on the dark sky, looked like the blossoms
of the Tamaila tree, disappearing and reappearing among its
wind-shaken foliage (. 28). The grass-widows looked at
the ominous clouds with apprehension (v. 29) and the
heart of the forlorn lover trembled at the touch of fresh and
sprayey breeze (2. 30). The tabor-like ringing noise of the
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clouds made the excited peacocks dance (v. 31). The
fragrant breeze from the forest created new longings in the
minds of the lovers (v. 32) The first few showers of rain made
the mountain track fit for the ladies’ walk by mollifying the
heat, settling the dust and making it emit a delightfully
sweet exhalation (v. 33). The bees coated with the white
pollen of the Malati flowers looked like flying stars (v. 36).
The estranged beloveds frightened by the cloud’s thunder at
once ran into the arms of their lovers (v. 38). And the
new sprouts danced in glee when the bees issued the loud
challenge : ‘ Breathes there a hermit so frigid whose mind
would not be stirred by the rain-sodden wind ? > (. 39).

‘“ At the end of this canto the poet sums up the description
of the rainy season in a couple of verses saying :

““As soon as the rains began to fall the streams swelled, the
bees sported on the flaming Kandali flowers and the peacocks
were delighted, and, seeing the sky overcast with water-laden
clouds the bees, swarming over the Kutaja flowers, lustily
hummed in loud musical notes ” (vv. 72-73).

SARAD.

As already said Sarad, which is the name for the autumn,
is almost entirely used in the sense of the year in the Vedas
except perhaps at one place in the RV (x, 95, 16)
where a reference to the autumn-nights is intended. In the
thirtieth canto of the Kiskindha Kanda of the Ramayana
there is a charming description of the autumn in the approv-
ed Kavya style. The sky is clear and free from clouds, the
nights are bathed in silvery moonlight, the rains have stopped,
the rivers have thinned down and their waters have become
pellucid, the cranes and geese have fled away, the peacocks
have ceased screaming and the lotuses, the Saptaparnas and
the Kovidaras are blooming gloriously (iv, 30, 54),
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The autumn sways the earth having distributed her glory
among the Saptacchada trees, the sun, the moon, the stars,
and the sports of lordly elephants (v. 30, 28)1. There is
splendour that is equally shared by rutting elephants, excited
bulls and limpid waters of the rivers (v. 32). On seeing the
sky devoid of clouds the peacocks have shed their spangled
plumage and, discarding all gaiety and courting, they have
turned humble and contemplative (v. 33). The forest tracts
are ablaze with golden lustre of the luxuriant Priyaka trees
bending under the weight of their flowers that are pleasing
to the eye and delightful to smell (v. 34).

From times immemorial autumn has been regarded
as a season fit for military expeditions as the paths become
dry and free from mud and rivers passable? (v. 37).

‘There is an erotic but delicate simile at one place which
is quite surprising from a sage like Valmiki. The night,
with stars twinkling joyfully in the soothing rays of the sailing
moon, when about to leave the sky at the flush of dawn is
compared to a lady, with eyes twinkling joyfully at the
tickling touch of her lover’s hand, about to discard her dress
in the flush of excitement (v. 45). Again, the night is a lovely
woman with moon as her charming face, the stars as her
twinkling eyes, and moon-light as her white gossamer robe
(v. 47).

In the Raghuvaméa there is a paronomastical description
of this season which, with its lotuses, is like the second goddess
of royalty on her lotus-throne (vi, 14). The lustre of Raghu
as well as that of the sun simultaneously spread in all quarters,
its way no longer being impeded by the clouds (. 15). As soon
as the cloud-god withdrew his rain-bow Raghu took up his

1. @G FHBIUEUAT JATG  ATHATHOR |
dorg IomErenal Br fmma awwge 0
2. cf. Raghu iv, 24.
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bow of victory (v. 16). Notwithstanding the lotus and the
blooming Kzaéa flower serving as its umbrella and chowrie,
the pomp of the season was mere mimicry of Raghu’s royal
splendour (v. 17). The beaming face of the king and the clear
orb of the moon gave equal delight to the eyes of the people
(v. 18). The sheen of the glory of Raghu’s tlan seemed to be
reflected in the flocks of geese, in the stars and in the lilies
of the water (v.19). The autumn was prior to his own valour
in prompting him to a march of victory by making the rivers
fordable and the paths free from mud (v. 24).

Masagha’s description of the autumn is not so good as that
of rains. Lord Krsna saw the autumn on the mountain-zone
with fine racks drifting from the sky like a mistress on the
lap of a king with her fine robe slipping from her body
(vi, 42). The glowing sun at once dispelled the triple
gloom—of the night from the world, of the clouds from the
sky, and of torpor from the lotus beds (v. 43). The feathers
dropped from the body of the peacock as if intolerant of the
superior cackle of the geese (v. 45). What lover was not filled
with longing at the sight of the lotus in the lake, refulgent
in the morning sun and resembling the lotus-face of his
Cakora-eyed beloved flushed with love’s ardour ? (v. 48). The
autumn scattered the pollen-dust of the freshly blooming lotus-
es wafted by the wind like powder thrown about by the Lord
Krsna’s beloved in an exhilarative mood (v. 52). Madhu’s
enemy (Krsna) was delighted to see the flight of parrots in
the sky like a leafy festoon hung by the gods in his honour
(v. 53). He saw the autumn in a cheerful mood with the
blooming lotuses in the lakes as her blinking eyes, the white
geese on the sky as her laughter and the reeds growing on
all sides as the rows of her teeth (v. 54).

Bharavi’s conception of autumn is almost prosaic. The
junction of the rainy and autumn seasons is conceived as the
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wcddirig of the bride-groom and the bride. The former
took the spotless lotus-like hand of his autumn-bride wearing
bracelets of lotus-stalks, shawls of lilies and carrying an arrow
of reeds (iv, 24). The cries of the intoxicated peacocks mingling
with the cackling of the geese and the showers of Kadamba
flowers falling on the beds of lotuses enhanced the beauty
of nature. For, the union of the great always tends to greater
happiness (v. 25).

In Mudraraksasa there is a casual description of the
autumn by the king when he is being led to his palace by the
chamberlain. He observes the refreshing beauty of the season
and compares the quarters with the rivers flowing from the
heaven. The white rainless clouds are their sand-banks on
which fly the sweetly cackling cranes, and the twinkling stars
are like blooming lotuses. (iii, 7). Again, autumn is a
disciplinarian who has brought the turbulent waters under
control and made them run in their proper courses, bent low
the paddy stalks laden with rich harvest, and calmed down
the excessive lust of the peacocks (v.8). Autumn is also a
love-messenger who reconciles the angry Ganges to her lover,
the ocean, who was courting other streams, her rivals (v. 9).

VASANTA

Vasanta is Love’s own season. It causes indefinable yearn-
ings and longings in the hearts of young folk and is a source
of torment to the separated lovers. Even Rama, the ideal of
Vialmiki’s muse and the noblest of men was not immune
from its sting at the loss of his beloved Sita. His pangs are
eloquent in the immortal songs of Valmiki :

garf@ist it w1e: Tgead: |
e, gUiaAtet SagsTRegR:
axg wqritr @i garat gt |
et gt § Samgsrhie o
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q Uy gaaernt aify sgwfiaes: |

TIHHTIES U wargREAste:

Wit gaafatiaaT A o |
TRORGFAFANY APy

TUISBH ST ATGArCATTAST |

Wt wgEraEn: i g qrEar:

w7 ga: afiry A

gt fyadiorer mwafewt 757 0

—iv, 1; 10—11; 17—18; 20; 22

It is clear that the bees, the birds such as the cuckoo, the
trees such as the mango and the A§oka, the flowers such as the
lotus and the Karnikira and the cool and sandal-scented
breeze from the Malaya mountains in the south were insepar-
ably associated with the spring-season from very early times.
We find the same picture of the spring everywhere—only in a
different setting.

In Ag4vaghosa’s Saundarananda (vii, 2-12) the Spring
is described as tormenting the love-sick Nanda who, in
the pangs of separation from his beloved, finds little consola-
tion in the monastery. The blooming of the vernal trees and
plants and the twittering of birds tend only to aggravate his
suffering, and consumed by the fire of passion he raves and
reaches out his crazy arms to clasp the empty air'. In the
Buddhacarita, however, there is no true description of the
spring. In canto IV (vv. 44-54)? the young and beautiful

1. of. qigeq gat ommaEr aver wat afyafaaag
qAMHEAERT ¥ A@mE: gt Srrwar gaE o v
frat Bramn: gagd Gy frarg Aafim fswasia)
e arrgdt aarT: Bt SrewaaEzaE o<

2. o g@E  EARY  w@ERTET
Taffa qqU I AW FEHAT 0 v
Jaaga gyt reEar Rewgar o
gena v a¢  fagr dawowEr nvgn
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damsels try to tempt and seduce the Prince with their lewd
blandishments and draw his attention to the beauty of the
vernal season with its exciting scenery of trees, birds and
flowers. The Prince, however, remains unmoved.
Kilidasa’s Vasanta is not so cruel as that of Aévaghosa.
On the other hand it is courteous and sympathetic. The
notes of the cuckoo are his sweet words of sympathy and the
soft breeze of the south his kind hands to pat and comfort
the disconsolate lover :
ATAATAT AU FiwA: FifwSTAl
gy Aafases: q@at g=oaq |
ag® JagaagEfaon aea &
QEEqa): §OAF T SqTgal Argaa ||
—Mjzlavi. III, 4
The vernal beauty is just at the age of pubescence and the
transitional aspect of her beauty at a time when she is about
to cross the innocence of childhood and step into the prime of
her youth is superbly described in the following verse :
i Fhweqree TE TR FERE-
wTiwgaR TR ARge freasfy |
TRTCEHRIEHEH R A A AXd
Fraaer T qaed T € 7 ageh: fRear o

—Vikram. II, 7
When she has once become conscious of her charms she

shames even the most pernickety of coquettes in the art of
make-up :
TwmrwEaT faRfyagon frarguews:
TRATEEAINTH FLEaF ATATAZ TR |
wrwteT frawtraTsiy frewrowtyae:
qraws gesargatrat shatadt fiftam o

—Mjlavi. III, 5
The most effective description of spring is contained in the
third canto of Kumarasambhava where the whole Nature is

athrill with new life and love at the advent of spring. The
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Asbka blossoms at once (2. 26), the bees swarm on the mango
sprouts (v. 27), the cuckoo utters a sweet and passionate
note which awakens love in the hearts of young women (v. 32)
and the vernal beauty hastens to paint her face with an
alluring paint (v. 30). The wave of passion rolls so strong
that even the hermits find it difficult to suppress it (v. 34)
and the lovers, poor earthly creatures, being unable to stand
it demonstrate their love by amorous sport (vo. 35-39)1.

The advent of the spring is also graphically described in the
ninth canto of the Raghuvaméa. First the buds appear on the
trees, then sprouts and afterwards the bees and cuckoos swarm
over them and sing their sweet music (v. 26)2.

Not only are the flowers of As6ka excitant to the lovers but
also its leaves when they are worn by the damsels on their
ears (v. 28). The red buds of the Kiméuka look like nail-
scratches inflicted on the body of the lover by his beloved
(v. 31). The creepers dance in the wind and vie with a danc-
ing girl in the graceful pose and movement of her limbs
(vv. 33 ; 35)3.

In the Rtusamhara, however, the poem on the spring
which thould have been the finest, is the most disappointing
in the whole series.

L 7y X sgwsary o@t Bl awmgrdwa
T T eostfastfoarefl gilaevgas Feare 0oy N
2. FEASA T4} TTAFATY TEIBIHSHREA |
X agEmaRCETAT AT aTeadiy 1 e
3. wfvaa@ sRagfatan segamasfivamean |
HAZY AgFRaal a4 gufow sfowabmafy iy
ggEaateafiad:  FEIRESATR 0 |
JqgaTed: qIagd: fRasy: aeafiy wifrfi o 3
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Bharavi’s description is very meagre and is not so brilli-
ant. In the tenth canto of Kiratarjuniya (vv. 31-35)!
The vernal beauty, leaning on a leafy twig of the mango
tree is conceived as stepping into the lotus-beds with tinkling
anklets in the form of humming bees. The God of Love,
carrying his arrow, lies on a bed of Asoka leaves ogling at his
smiling consort in the form of a blooming row of Kurabaka
trees. The bees tossed by the gentle breeze from the south
hover round the blushing face of the lotus flower and thus
imitate its streaming tresses. The bee kisses the flower-face
of its consort, the Sala creeper, whose leafy nether-lip is
shaken by the wind as if throbbing in a sudden fit of passion.
Notwithstanding the wave of thrill that sets the entire Nature
athrob and sweeps with it the whole universe, Arjuna’s mind
remains unruffled by the advent of the spring.

But Magha’s description of Vasanta in the sixth canto of
the Si¢upalavadha (vv. 2—21)? though abounding in allitera-
tions and Yamakas, is superior to that of Bharavi. The army
of Krsna encamps on the mount Raivataka. The spring season
arrives in a glory of fresh sprouts, blooming flowers and
sweet fragrance. The gentle breeze shakes the tresses of the

L. ggaamr-gaa FaefRdfaaersy gaafed
FUEfe Foqqu fAUd afewaay a5 ag=a=yd: 1 39 0
fawfaapgmal ga=t gEaufray fGatsgag
ZegRa guFl fAqot gaeaagAmaTsayg U 17 0
ggeguaal e ficfaasfy  gfamfea
afspaassraly T9 afsagaraaft i oo o
AGTAFTTBAIUS TAfARAsAFTALTI=N |
AU gTRT T g7 §9 AESTAYILTA 1 3% 1)
waafy 7 agr W g wafa fSafagar agreaen
srafngaaeaar i 3% Raga@ s @ gegara: n 3w

2. FEUSESRET U EFSTIRETaIESH, |
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fawn-eyed ladies and fans the sweat-drops on their fore-heads.
The bees hovering over white Kurabaka flowers vie with the
tremulous pupils of Lord Krsna’s beloveds.  The red Aséka
flower blooming in the midst of golden Campaka
flowers looks like the cloven heart of a love-lorn lover
burnt to a golden brown by the fire of love. The pollen of
the mango blossoms falling on the separated lovers burns
them like the sparks of the love-fire. The sweet humming
of the bees is enough to reconcile the young wives with their
husbands in spite of their feigned indifference, and,
the entrancing notes of the cuckoa rouse such a strong
longing in them that they yield their bodies to the warm
embraces of their lovers unsolicited. = When a lover frightens
his beloved saying that the bee does not care so much for the
sweet juice and smell of the flower as for the fragrance of her
breath and the honey of her lips she at once flies into his
inviting arms apparently to seek shelter from the pursuing
bee. Not to speak of fainting, the emotion of love is so strong
that many young women die of the pangs of separation when
wounded by Cupid’s arrows.

The Ramayana and the Rtusamhara

Ramayana, the fountain-head of classxcal Sanskrit
literature has greatly influenced the later writers of ornate
-poetry. Poets have freely drawn upon the epics for their
material but in the matter of language they are indebted
more to the Ramayana than to the Mahabharata which is
more or less a store-house of stories. Valmiki’s descriptions
of flora and fauna have served as standard to many a Sanskrit
poet. In fact there is no poet of importance in the whole
range of Sanskrit poetry, who does not bear the stamp of the
Rdi-Kavya.

Rajasekhara (circa 1000 A. D.) believed that even Vyazsa
was an ardent admirer of Valmiki and acknowledged the
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superiority of the Riamayana to his own work as is evident
from the following verses of his Pracanda-Pandava :

¥ famactsaTafafemt & agraroon

Aqf AgarEaT efamd aeSiwaraiaat |

qrar: TEdeiafy a3 qai gaers A

SEEqRAT AT T@rafasst qamrEes A

—1,16
and
qgfrgar gegadtst
FATCE TSTSHEIST: |
wutgaEAtty T AZTMT
AT Fenfaeegaria I .

Rhetoricians have expressly mentioned in the definition
of Kavya that it derives its theme from the famous epics.
Thus remarks Dandin :

m“azmwﬁ-g:m I —Kavy L5

The word ‘Itihasa’ is further cxplained as TTRIAMAZTLANT.
Visvanatha’s remark arz#® wqmagd @ (vi, 7) is also
interpretted as TqTe TATIUMTISFAE ga9 | Ta1 TASRATY |

Valmiki’s description of seasons and his pen-pictures of
landscape and scenery have inspired the later writers to a
considerable extent. The very idea of personification of
Nature in the Rtusamhara appears to have been adopted from
the Ramayana. The following passages of the Rtusazhara
are more or less a paraphrase of a verse in the Ramayana :

THIGTT aggfea e gl | Rtu. VI, 194
sfﬁﬁ;&h’i‘m@n : gAThaT fifaasdEs: |
i gHaccenyivar sugas fafafegden: 1 RtwIL s
gt e fanfa spfirdaa |

| ATATZTAA HRIAT AT FrptaaF A

Ram. 1V, 28, 24
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Again, in the Ramayana, the peacocks are described as
spreading their tails in dancing and singing in the rainy
season :

wiarge: sfagazfy: sfaw gamfievorsa: |

ARG ACOIRRAAY  Q@afa  ggew | —iv, 28, 87

In the Rtusamhara also the dance of the peacocks is
accompanied by their music and dalliance :

|1 AN EaAgeaatcgs sttt |

AEEATSFATANGS qgagd FSAT g | —ii, 16

Both in the Ramayapna and the Rtasamhara, the rapid
flow of the flooded rivers in the rainy seasons is compared
to the excited steps of amorous ladies hurrying to meet their
lovers :

e FEEfEASIRATRTEaTi TrtaaaTE T |
TAT ATARIAYURINT FA  EFaatcgeraart=a |

~—Ram. iv, 28, 89.
fraraar=a: TRaTTgATITEa: afsedds: |
form: ggur 13 srafygan gafe aaeaRa @t o
——l.ltu. i, 7
The denuded sand-banks of the rivers in autumn are
likened to the naked buttocks of young women full of love’s
ardour :
Zrfea geaa: gfsarta oo o |
FAAEAGAE FaA @ o
—Ram. iv. 80, 46

Tt Rramegfearatamratea g garta @uT SH77 EsT |
—R_tu. iii, 8 cd.

The night is a young lady with the moon as her face and
the moonlight as her gossamer robe. The only difference is
that the Ramayana makes the stars her twinkling eyes
(which is more natural and poetic) and the Rtusamhara
makes them her glittering ornaments :

T TERraE T T e fsasTET |

sEeRisgERATECen Frnfy arie gigwdTargt

—Ram. iv, 80, 47
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FATIUATCITAHFERN  ATFATIRCTHTTETFIT |
. FGIGHSAAS A 7911 TE TG swgg qwe

—Rtu. II1, 7
The association of the Sarasa birds with the rice-fields
at the time of ripening is undoubtedly borrowed in the
Rtusamhara from the Ramayana :
frqmarfesamta e geftmr awasredfEs: |
AN GATRA TEST JraEgar gt /e i

—Ram. iv, 30, 48

nwmf%sﬁmﬁr Tegfeqaagongtarn |
9 gEEEe: ghratarty daeaaft saafa gor swEE
—Rtu. iii, 16
Besides these, there are several phrases which are taken
almost verbatim from the Ramayana :

frraaagrERTNaafaan |
fasgagagwea TH7 AR |

FEAIACNN, FLAHIITHT ST |

—Ram. iv, 27, 10 ¢; 28, 34a

FIAAHIARTRIIAH, THFAT HTFAFTATIASHAGIL N
—Rtu. ii, 17a ; iii, 18¢

Moreover the Ramayanic descriptions of Arjunal
A%oka?, Kadamba?®, Karnikara*, Ketaka®, Kovidaras,
Nilotpala? and a host of other flowers must have influenced
the author of the Rtusamhara.

From the comparisons cited above it is quite evident that
the account of secasons as given in the Rtasamhara could not
have been written without the direct inspiration of the
Ramayana and that its author must have been a devout reader

—Ram. iv, 27, 14 ed.

--Rtu, III, 5a

of the Adi Kavya so as to imitate its description and language
in his own work®.

1. iv,28,9. 2. iv,1,29. 3. iv,28,26. 4. v,15.8. 5. iv.28, 28. 6.
ii.84,8. 7. iv, 80, 24. 8 cf. Gurner : JASB, New Series XXVI, PP. 161—174
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Who was Amarakirtti Suri ?

This fragmentary commentary of Amarakirtti Sari on
the Rtusamhara is preserved in a single incomplete Ms. in
the Government Mss. Library at the Bhandarkar Oriental
Research Institute Poona. We have tentatively edited it for
the first time. The commentary does not furnish any
conclusive data for the life history of its author. In the
colophons his name appears as Amarakirtti Sari? belonging
to the Patta (spiritual lineage) of Gunakarasari. The author
uses for himself the epithet Sarindravarya and Nagapuriya-
tapoganabhapa i.%. the head of the Nagapura Tapogana.
The term Tapogana appears to be the same as Tapagana®
occuring in the Jain Pattavalis. In the absence of any

Pattavali af Nagapura Tapogana we cannot say anything
definite about the author’s date.

The Jain granthavali also does not mention his name
but there occurs the mention of Gunakarasari as the
author of Sar.nyakta&aumudi. From a remark of Prof.
Winternitz® it appears that he presumes the identity of
Gunakarasari with one Gunaratna the commentator of
Saddar§anasamuccaya.

Now this Guparatna may again be identical with
the Gunaratnicarya and Gunaratnasari mentioned in
the Kharataragaccha Pattavali Nos. 1, 2 which describe
Jinacandra Sari as one who started a branch of the
Kharagaccha with Gunaratna Sari at its head.* Both these
Pat_taxﬁxlis give sam 1530 (A.D. 1474) as the year of Jina—
candra Sari’s death.

Presuming the identity of Gunakara Sari (after whom
the Nagapura Tapogana was called, as stated by Amarakirtti)
with Gunaratna Sari of the kharataragaccha Pattavalis to be
correct we get A. D. 1474 as the upper limit for the date

1. Cf. pp. 13 ; 27 ; 39 2. Cf. Khataragaccha-Pattavali-samgraha by Muni Jinavijaya
Calcutta, 1932 pp.12; 33. 3. History of Indian Literature Vol. IT, P. 583 Footnote.

o, EEERATEHAi, TRERIgEREIReqTE:’
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of Amarakirtti. As regards the lower limit we cannot be
very certain. On palaeographical grounds the script of the
manuscript appears to belong to the 16th or 17th century A.D.
Hence it will not be wide off the mark if we place Amarakirtti

somewhere between the middle of the 16th and beginning of
the 17th century?.

A Unique Reference.

Besides quoting the names of Amara, Abhidhana-
cintamani, Haima and Haimakosa Amarakirtti mentions the
name of Bhojaraja as the patron of the author of Rtusarrhara
e g.

wfataros afe (1, 28) swfydtwost g7 (11, 28)

This shows that Kailidasa. the so-called author of the
Rtusamhara was not the same Kailidasa as the celebrated
author of the Sakuntala and a jewel of Vikramaditya’s court,
but another Kailidasa, who flourished in the age of King
Bhoja. This statement may not be absolutely reliable as it is not
corroborated by any other authority but it provides sufficient
ground to assume that the negative side has a tradition as
early as the time of Amarakirtti®.

1. Cf. Calcutta Oriental Journal Vol. II. pp. 234-—36&:} ‘This problem is exhaustively
discussed in the introduction; of my forthcoming work entitled ‘Index Verborum to v
the works of Kalidasa ’
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